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1. DOCUMENT CONTROL 

Action: Date: Comments / Changes: 

Effective Date: 27.01.2026 Version 1 – Initial report developed in accordance with compliance status as of 

17.01.2026.  

Review Dates: 17.02.2026  Version 1 (redacted) - Declaration of Accuracy and other minor personal  

 identifiers removed for web publication of this document. TOC and page numbers  

 updated accordingly. 
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2. DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 

The Federal Environment Department (presently DCCEEW) issued EPBC 2012/6392 (the permit) to 

Tasmanian Railway Pty Ltd (ABN:83 139 383 761) on 24 December 2012 for proposed concrete 

sleeper replacement works on a section of the Western Rail line at Spreyton in 2013, with regard the 

presence and management of Central North Burrowing Crayfish. 

The permit has since been extended until 31 January 2039 and then formally varied on 12 September 

2025, with a requirement for TasRail to submit a proposed offset strategy for DCCEEW consideration 

by 30 June 2026. 

During this Annual Compliance Report (ACR) period (01 February 2025 to 31 January 2026), TasRail 

has worked constructively with the DCCEEW to resolve prior permit non-compliances to the 

department’s satisfaction, with compliance action now finalized and is presently developing a 

proposed offset strategy to compensate for any associated works impacts. 

The proposed offset strategy will be submitted to the DCCEEW by 30 June 2026 and subject to 

approval, will lead to improved conservation outcomes for CNBC. Once approved the offset strategy 

may trigger development of associated management plans, which will form part of future ACRs. Until 

then, this ACR includes a detailed conditions compliance Table, which is provided in Appendix 1. 

 

3. STATEMENT OF FINDINGS 

The following Table advises the compliance status of all permit conditions as of 17 January 2026. 

Importantly, while non-compliances are noted, compliance action regarding these matters has been 

finalized, with the focus now being development of a proposed offset strategy to improve 

conservation outcomes for the species. 

 

4. NEW ENVIRONMENTAL RISKS 

Concrete sleeper replacement works have long since ceased, thus no new environmental risks 

associated with the permitted activities were identified in the current ACR period. Any new 

environmental risks associated with the proposed offset strategy and associated management plans 

will be included in future ACR reports. 

 

5. SCHEDULE OF PLANS IN EFFECT 

Permit condition 14(A)(a)(ii) requires the ACR include a schedule of plans in effect. These will be 

developed, upon departmental approval of the proposed offset strategy. Until then, there are nil plans 

in effect. 
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APPENDIX 1: TASRAIL ACR FOR THE PERIOD ENDING 31 JANUARY 2026 (EPBC 2012/6392)   

The following table describes permit condition compliance status for the period ending 31 January 2026.  

 
 

Decision Date: Permit Condition: Compliance Status: 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012  

Status – compliant: 

• An evidence report compiled by TasRail and submitted to 
the DCCEEW in May 2022 confirmed works were limited 
to the ‘Project Area’ in compliance with this condition. 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 
 

Status – non-compliant: 

• On the 12 September 2025, the DCCEEW formally issued 
TasRail with a warning notice regarding this condition, as a 
qualified ecologist was not present during construction on 
two days during the construction period, namely the 12 
and 19 January 2013. It also noted that compliance 
matters relating to this condition contravention have now 
been finalized. 
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Permit variation dated 
19 December 2013 

 
 

Status – compliant: 

• An evidence report compiled by TasRail in May 2022 and 
submitted to the Department included supporting 
documentation demonstrating compliance with induction 
requirements. 

• Additional supporting evidence/clarifications were 
submitted to the Department on the 30th of September 
2024. 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 

Status – non-compliant: 

• On the 12 September 2025, the DCCEEW formally issued 
TasRail with a warning notice regarding this condition, as 
according to the 24-month monitoring report, the CNBC 
population was approximately 24% of the pre-
construction population.   

• The notice also noted that compliance matters relating to 
this condition contravention are now finalized. 

• Importantly, CNBC persists in the area and TasRail 
continues to work constructively with the DCCEEW to 
identify opportunities to undertake acceptable 
compensatory measures for impacts. 
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Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 

Status – non-compliant: 

• On the 12 September 2025, the DCCEEW formally issued 
TasRail with a warning notice regarding this condition, as 
progressive monitoring results obtained by the ecologist 
onsite were not subsequently provided to the Department 
in the specified timeframe. 

• The notice also noted that compliance matters relating to 
this condition are now finalized. 

 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 

Status – compliant: 

• An evidence report compiled by TasRail in May 2022 and 
submitted to the Department included supporting 
documentation demonstrating compliance with this 
condition. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

7) Revoked Status – Not applicable: 

Condition revoked as part of 12 September 2025 permit 
variation. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – compliant: 

TasRail is presently compiling an offset strategy, which will 
be provided to the Department for consideration by 30 
June 2026. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
 

Status – compliant: 

TasRail is presently compiling an offset strategy, which will 
be provided to the Department for consideration by 30 
June 2026. The required aspects detailed in this permit 
condition are being integrated into the offset strategy. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Proposed strategy under development and not yet 
approved. 

Once approved by the Department, TasRail will implement 
the approved offset strategy until expiration of this 
approval. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

9) Revoked Status – Not applicable: 

Condition revoked as part of 12 September 2025 permit 
variation. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

TasRail continues to work constructively with the 
Department regarding offset strategy requirements. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

Assuming the approved offset strategy contains direct 
offsets, then an offset management plan will be submitted 
to the Department for approval within the specified time 
limit (i.e. 12 months from formal approval of the strategy). 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

Assuming the approved offset strategy contains direct 
offsets, then an offset management plan, integrating 
these aspects will be submitted to the Department for 
approval. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

Assuming the approved offset strategy contains direct 
offsets, TasRail will work constructively with the 
Department regarding offset management plan 
requirements within the specified time limits. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

Assuming the approved offset strategy contains direct 
offsets, TasRail will implement the offset management 
plan until permit expiry. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

If the approved offset strategy includes a Regional CNBC 
management plan, then TasRail will submit a plan aligning 
with requirements of 9G to the Department within 6 
months of the offset’s strategies approval. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
  

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

If the approved offset strategy includes a Regional CNBC 
management plan, then TasRail will submit a plan that 
meets the requirements of the EMP Guidelines and 
condition 8 regarding requirements of the Regional CNBC 
Management Plan. 

 



Annual Compliance Report: EPBC: 2012/6392 -  Spreyton Concrete Sleeper Replacement  
Program, Tasmania (ACR for period ending 31 January 2026) 

                                                                           HOME SAFE AND WELL TODAY AND EVERYDAY 

Version 1  |  Effective from 27.01.2026                    This document is uncontrolled when printed. Page 16 of 22 

 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

If the approved offset strategy includes a Regional CNBC 
management plan, then TasRail will work constructively 
with the Department regarding any CNBC Regional 
management plan requirements within the specified time 
limits. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Not applicable: 

Submission of the offset strategy is not required until 30 
June 2026. 

 

If the approved offset strategy includes a Regional CNBC 
management plan, then TasRail will implement this until 
permit expiry. 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 

Status – Compliant: 

• An evidence report compiled by TasRail in May 2022 
submitted to the Department included documentation 
demonstrating compliance with this condition.  

• TasRail provided additional supporting 
evidence/clarifications to the Department on the 30th of 
September 2024. 
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Original Permit: 

24 December 2012  

Status – non-compliant: 

• On the 12 September 2025, the DCCEEW formally issued 
TasRail with a warning notice regarding this condition, as 
results provided were not within the specified timeframe. 

• The notice also noted that compliance matters relating to 
this condition are now finalized. 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 
  

Status – non-compliant: 

• On the 12 September 2025, DCCEEW formally issued 
TasRail with a warning notice regarding this condition. 

• The notice also confirmed that compliance matters 
relating to this condition are now finalized. 

 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Compliant: 

TasRail continues to maintain accurate and complete 
compliance records.  

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Compliant: 

TasRail continues to provide copies of compliance records 
to the Department, within requested timeframes. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025  

Status – Compliant: 

TasRail has compiled this compliance report in accordance 
with this varied permit requirement. 

 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Compliant: 

This Annual Compliance Report (ACR): 

• Provides the required permit condition compliance record 
for the current ACR period. 

•  A schedule of plans has been included, but it notes none 
are presently in effect, as they are not required until the 
proposed offset strategy has been finalized and 
departmentally endorsed. 

• Such requirements will be integrated into future ACR, 
once management plans are finalized and departmentally 
approved. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – Compliant: 

This ACR has been developed with due consideration of 
the guideline requirements. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – compliant: 

This ACR report will be published to the TasRail website 
within 20 business days of the ACR period (31 January 
2026), in accordance with this varied permit condition. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
 

Status – Not applicable: 

Not applicable for this reporting period, as no sensitive 
compliance data is included in the ACR. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – compliant: 

In accordance with this varied permit condition, TasRail 
will advise the department within 5 business days of this 
ACR being published to the TasRail website and provide 
the website address where it is published. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
  

Status – compliant: 

In accordance with the varied permit conditions TasRail 
will maintain each ACR published on its website until 
permit expiry. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 Status – Not applicable: 

Condition revoked as part of 12 September permit 
variation. 

Original Permit: 

24 December 2012 

 
 

Status – not applicable: 

The Minister has not provided any such directions in the 
ACR period. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – not applicable: 

Submission of plans has not been required since the 
permit was formally varied. However, TasRail will submit 
requested plans to the department electronically, in 
accordance with this requirement. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – not applicable: 

TasRail is still developing its offset strategy, so no plans 
yet required.  

 

Future required and departmentally approved 
management plans will be published to the TasRail 
website within 20 business days of plan approval. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – not applicable: 

TasRail is still developing its offset strategy, so no plans 
yet required. Future required and departmentally 
approved management plans will be published to the 
TasRail website and maintained until permit expiry. 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – not applicable: 

TasRail is still developing its offset strategy, so no plans 
yet are required, but will adhere to redaction 
requirements in this varied permit, when relevant. 
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Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 

Status – not applicable: 

Works associated with the permit are complete and have 
ceased. 

 

TasRail is still developing its offset strategy but will comply 
with incident notification requirements related to 
approved future physical offset sites. 

 

Permit variation dated 
12 September 2025 

 
 

Status – not applicable: 

Works associated with the permit are complete and have 
ceased. 

 

TasRail is still developing its offset strategy but will comply 
with incident notification requirements related to 
approved future physical offset sites. 

 

 

 


